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VILLAGE OF CLARKSBURG

Ross County, Ohio

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING NUISANCES INVOLVING THE ACCUMULATION
OF WEEDS OR TALL GRASS, AND ACCUMULATION OF LITTER, GARBAGE,
REFUSE AND OTHER DEBRIS IN THE VILLAGE AND PROVIDING FOR THEIR
ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL, REPEALING ORDINANCE 2024-6, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the accumulation of tall grass, noxious and other weeds, junk, trash, garbage and
other debris on properties within the Village of Clarksburg creates a nuisance: and

WHEREAS, to abate such nuisances the Council of the Village desires to establish regulations
and mechanisms for their abatement;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Village Council of the Village of
Clarksburg, Ross County, Ohio, that:

Section 1. The Village of Clarksburg, by and through the Village Administrator or other code
enforcement officer, may provide for the abatement, control, or removal of vegetation, garbage,
refuse, and other debris from land in the village, if the legislative authority of the Village
determines that the owner’s maintenance of that vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris
constitutes a nuisance.

Section 2. The Village may send notice via letter, email and/or posting on the property of the
agenda of a Village Council meeting that the question of declaring the property a nuisance will
be discussed and that the owner may attend such meeting and be heard.

Section 3. When noxious weeds are growing on lands within the Village and are about to spread
or mature seeds, Council shall cause a written notice to be served upon the owner, lessee, agent,
or tenant having charge of such land notifying him or her that noxious weeds are growing on
such lands and that they must be cut and destroyed within five (5) days after the service of such
notice.

Section 4. When Council finds that litter has been placed on lands in the Village and has not
been removed, and constitutes a detriment to public health, Council shall cause a written notice
to be served upon the owner or upon the lessee, agent, or tenant having charge of the littered
land, notifying him or her that litter is on the land, and that it must be collected and removed
within fifteen (15) days after the service of the notice. For purposes of this ordinance, litter
includes any garbage, waste, peelings of vegetables or fruits, rubbish, ashes, cans, bottles, wire,
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paper, cartons, boxes, parts of automobiles, wagons, furniture, glass, oil for an unsightly or
unsanitary nature, or anything else of an unsightly or unsanitary nature. .
Section 5. When Council finds that grass and/or non-noxious weeds exceeding twelve (12)
inches in height are growing on lands within the Village, Council shall cause a written notice to
be served upon the owner, lessee, agent, or tenant having charge of such land, notifying him or
her that there is tall grass and or non-noxious weeds growing on the lands and that they must be
cut within five (5) day after the service of the notice.

Section 6. If the owner or other person having charge of the land is a nonresident of the Village
of Clarksburg whose address is known, the notice shall be sent to his or her address by certified
mail. If the address of the owner or other person having charge of the land is unknown, it is
sufficient to publish the notice once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. In
addition, Council may order the notice to be posted on the premises and or on the official website
of the Village.

Section 7. This Ordinance does not apply to land being used under a municipal building or
construction permit or license, a municipal permit or license, or a conditional zoning permit or
variance to operate a junk yard, scrap metal processing facility or similar businesses, or a permit
or license issued pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Chapter 3734, sections 4737.05 to 473 .12, or
Chapter 6111.

Section 8. The Village mayor, administrator, marshal, police officer, clerk of Council or fiscal
officer, or a deputy sheriff may make service and return of the notice provided for in this
Ordinance and the fees therefor shall be the same as are allowed for service and return of
summons in civil cases before a magistrate.

Section 9. If the owner, lessee, agent or tenant having charge of the lands under this Ordinance
fails to comply with the notice required by this Ordinance, Council shall cause such noxious
weeds to be cut and destroyed, tall grass and non-noxious weeds to be cut, or such litter removed
and may employ the necessary labor to perform the task. All expenses incurred shall, when
approved by Council, be paid out of any money in the treasury of the municipal corporation not
otherwise appropriated.

Section 10. The Village Administrator shall make a written report to Council of the actions taken
under this Ordinance. The Administrator shall include in the report a proper description of the
premises and a statement of all costs incurred in providing for the abatement, control, or removal
of any vegetation, garbage, refuse, or other debris as provided in Section 6, including the
Council’s charges for its services, the costs incurred in providing service or notice(s), any fees or
interest paid to borrow moneys to fund the abatement, and the amount paid for labor, materials,
and equipment.
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Section 11. Council shall make a written return to the county auditor of its actions under this
Ordinance with a statement of the property description, charges for its services, the amount paid
for the performing of such labor, the fees of the officers who made the service of the notice and
return, and a proper description of the premises. Such amounts, when allowed, shall be entered
upon the tax duplicate, shall be a lien upon the lands from the date of the entry, and shall be
collected as other taxes and returned to the Village with the general fund.

Section 12. Council may provide for the presence, during abatement and removal of nuisances,
of law enforcement officers from the Ross County Sheriff or from an agency under contract to
provide law enforcement services to the Village.

Section 13. Council hereby repeals Ordinance 2024-6.

Section 14. Council finds and determines that all formal actions by the Council concerning and
relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of the Village Council
and that all deliberations of the Village Council, and of any of its Committees that resulted in such
formal action, were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements of
Section 121.22 of the Revised Code,

Section 15. This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public health and safety, such emergency necessitated by the presence of and
need to abate noxious weeds, tall grass and non-noxious weeds, and litter, including trash, garbage,
refuse and other debris on properties within the Village limits; wherefore this Ordinance shall be in
full force and effective immediately upon its passage.

Passed by Council onthe 207 da of /¢uquﬂ’a’ , 2026, by a vote of Yeas; O Nays.
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ATTEST:



